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naturally drip milk. Some heavy milking cows may leak from a teat or two when the udder is heavy and pendulous and engorged with milk. This is not necessarily harmful and only occurs when the udder is not emptied promptly. This might happen in the case of a long delayed milking. A teat may leak at its natural opening or the leakage may take place from the side as a result of an injury such as a barbed-wire cut. This is called milk fistula.
Treatment
Plugs are sometimes used to stop the leaking from a teat. These are not successful, for they only serve to stretch the opening further and do more harm than good. If the leak is the result of an unsuccessful operation by an unskilled person who has used a teat slitter too industriously, the work will have to be done over again by one who understands the proper method. Even then the repair operation has not the same chance of success that might have followed a successful initial operation. The moral is not to attempt a teat operation unless it can be done properly. The second operation will be necessary to reopen the original incision and create new scar tissue and possibly cause the teat opening to draw together enough to prevent further leakage.
If it is desired to correct a teat fistula when the unnatural opening is the result of an injury, it will be best to wait until the cow is dried off. At this time the edges of the opening could be reopened and sewed together. If an animal that is milking heavily receives a cut on the teat, it will be best to have this sewed carefully to avoid the development of a fistula. Both operations should be performed by a veterinarian.
EXTRA. TEATS
These are called supernumerary teats. Sometimes animals have an extra teat. It is usually undeveloped and may be unsightly. It will not affect the animal in any way except that it may be in such a location as to interfere with